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CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 



2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
1 
2 
3 
4 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
1 
2 
3 



A club manager for managing a club>rSrT electronic commerce 
systejn having a user and at least one^afftfiate comprising: 

a registration function toreglster the user as a club member; and 
a credential creatio^function to create a value token associating the club 
member with a benefit provided by the at least one affiliate of the club manager, 
to cryptograpfhically sign the value token to create a credential, and to 
comrj&anicate the credential to the at least one affiliate for fulfillment of the 
hefit. 

2. The club manager of claim 1 , furthef comprising: 
a credential storage function to store information associating the club 

member with the value token and the benefit. 

3. The club manager of claim 1 , wherein the value token comprises at 
least one of a membership nunrfber, a random number, a billing number, 
personal informationaqout Jne user, a user-selected password, and time-stamp 
information. 



4. The club 



ler< 



of claim 1 , wherein the benefit comprises provision 
to the club membefr of at least one of a prize, a product discount, a service 
discount, free goods, free services, and access to content, goods, and services 
not availableyfo the general public. 

5./The club manager of claim 1 , wherein the club manager comprises a 
web site. 
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1 * J /6. An affiliate in an electronic commerce system for prcjyidfrig benefits to 

2 usefs that are members of a club controlled by a clubjaatfhager comprising: 
a credential verification function to rec^ive^acredential including a value 

token from the club manager, the valyeibken associating a user with 
entitlement to a benefit as apkl6member, and to verify the authenticity of the 
credential; and 

a benefit fjjtfvision function to provide the benefit to the club member if the 
value tokeryrS valid. 



7. The affiliate of claim 6, further ^comprising a credential database to 
store credentials for compfet^d transactions of provision of the benefits. 

8. The affiliate of claim 6^herein the benefit comprises provision to the 
club member of at least on&bJKa prize, a product discount, a service discount, 
free goods, free services^ a?ftd access to content, goods, and services not 
available to the gene/al public. 



9. The. 



-claim 6, Wherei n th o aff ili at e comp ri ses a we b-site^ 



^ 1^ |u). An electronic commerc^system comprising: 

club manager to register a/user as a club member, to create a value 
token associating the club member with entitlement to a benefit, and to 
cryptographically sign the value taken to create a credential; and 

at least one affiliate to rece ve the credential from the club manager, to 
verify the authenticity of the valuo token of the credential, and to provide the 
benefit to the club member if the value token is valid. 



11. Theelectroni 
manager and the at lea: 
comprising at least one y 
the at least one affili 




erce system of claim 10, wherein the club 
affiliate are web sites, the system further 
and a network for coupling the club manager to 
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12. In an electronic commerce system), a method of allowing a user to 
obtair^ a benefit from at least one affiliate bepause the user is a member of a 
club, comprising: 

registering the user as a member>6f the club; 

creating a value token associatii/g the club member with entitlement to the 
benefit; 

cryptographically signing thaA/alue token to create a credential; and 
communicating the credential to the at least one affiliiate. 



13. The method of claim 12, further comprising using the value token 
previously created for this club member and bene/lt when the benefit has been 
obtained by the club member. 

14. The method of claim 12, wheretf the value token comprises at least 
one of a membership number, a random number, a billing number, personal 
information about the user, a user-selected password, and time-stamp 
information. 



15. The method 
the club member of at \$ 
discount, free goods, fr^ 
not available to the gen 



12, wherein the benefit comprises provision to 
a prize, a product discount, a service 
tervicei, and access to content, goods, and services 



16. The method of claim 12, wherein communicating the credential 
comprises sendinglhe credential to at least one affiliate as a link implemented in 
dynamic hyper-Jtext markup language. 
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receiving a credential signed by the club marfager, the^ere'dential including 
a value token associating a club member with^ejatitterfient to a benefit; 
verifying authenticity ofjbe-value^oken; and / 
obtaining injornlalion from the club member to complete a benefit 
transactiop^tnd providing the benefit to the club member wjafen the value token is 
verify 

18. The method of claim 17, further comprising registering the value 
token as used after the benefit transaction is completed. 

19. The method of claim 17, further comprising billing the club manager 
for the benefit provided to the club memb^ 

20. The method of claim 17, wherein the value token comprises at least 
one of a membership number,/ a random number, a billing number, personal 



information about the user, 
information. 



fleeted password, and time-stamp 



21 . The method or els im 17, wherein verifying the authenticity further 
comprises determining that rhe value token has not been previously used. 

22. In an electronic commerce system, a method of obtaining a benefit 
from an affiliate of a club controlled by a club manager, comprising: 

registering as a member of the clifb; 

indicating to the club manager ^ desire to receive a benefit from an 
affiliate; and 

in response to a request fro/n the affj|iate( communicating information to 
the affiliate to enable the affiliate/to delive-wfie benefit. 

23. The method of ofaim 22, wherein the club manager and affiliate 
comprise web sites and thefienefit comprises provision to the club member of at 
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3 least one of a prize, a product discount^3©fvfce^discount, free goods, free 

4 services, and accessJojaDntentTgoT^ not available to the general 
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24/ An article comprising: a machine readable medium having a plurality 
of machfine readable instructions, wherein when the instructions are executed by 
a processor, the instructions allow a user to obtain a beneftnrom at least one 
affiliate because the user is a member of a club in an electronic commerce 
system, by 

registering the user as a member of the ck 
creating a value token associating the cjub member with entitlement to the 
benefit; 

cryptographically signing the value-token to create a credential; and 
communicating the credential to/the at least one affiliate. 

25. An article comprisina/a machine readable medium having a plurality 
of machine readable instructions, wherein when the instructions are executed by 
a processor, the instructions coordinate provision of a benefit by an affiliate to a 
member of a club contr^fled by a club manager in an electronic commerce 
system by: 

receiving a/credential signed by the club manager, the credential including 
a value token associating a club member with entitlement to a benefit; 
verifying authenticity of the value token; and 
obtaining information from the club member to complete a benefit 
transaction and providing the benefit to the club member when the value token is 
verified. 
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26. An article comprising: a madhine readable medium having a plurality 
of machine readable instructions, wherein wnejftvqe instructions are executed by 
a processor, the instructions provide for obraming abeoefit from an affiliate of a 
club controlled by a club manager in an electronic commerce system by 
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registering a user as a member ofyttie club;, 
indicating to the club manager a'desir^o receive a benefit from an 
affiliate; and 

in response to a request fp6m the affiliate, communicating information to 
the affiliate to enable the affiliate to deliver the benefit. 
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